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March 5, 1985

Dear Rabbis,

I am writing to document the success of an important Jewish
Program - Dor Yeshorim - which is underway in the orthodox
community of New York under the auspice of the Mount Sinai
School of Medicine.

This program is designed to prevent the tragedy of Tay-Sachs
disease (and other Jewish genetic disease) from occurring in
religious Jewish families. It is a prevention program since
each potential match is screened prior to an engagement. If
the results of the tests indicate that the match is not
compatible - which means that each pregnancy will have a 25%
risk for a child with this fatal disease - then both sets of
parents are informed. A1l test results are strictly
confidential and records are kept by an assigned number
rather than by name. This method has been acceptable and
insures the strict confidentiality of the results.

During the first few months of the program, over 50
potential matches were screened. In this group we found
that three (3/50 or 6 percent) were not compatible. In each
case, another match was tested and a compatible engagement
was made. As you know, the highest and most important
Rabbis in New York have assisted in the development and
support of this program. Moreover, we are impressed by the
acceptance of this program in the religious Jewish
community. We expect that all matches will be tested in the
future in order to eliminate the occurrence of this tragic
disease in these young families.

We hope that this program can be successfully initiated in
Israel. It is of great importance and we recommend its
immediate implementation. Moreover, since many matches are
made between young people living in New York and Israel, it
is important to have testing in Israel so that a match can
be evaluated for compatibility without delay.
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We hope that you will support this program and assist Mr.
Joseph Eckstein in order to establish testing for Jewish
genetic diseases in the religious community of Israel.

Sincerely,

R.J. Desnick, Ph.D., M.D.
Professor of Pediatrics and Genetics

Chief, Division of Medical Genetics
Department of Pediatris

el

Kurt Hirschhorn, M.D.
Professor and Chairman
Department of Pediatrics

Donald Gribetz, M.D.
Professor of Clinical Pediatrics
Director of General Pediatrics
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